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1 .(25%) Give a definition of what an idiom is. The expression fang4 gel -zi &$!$? can be taken literally or 
idiomatically. Use metalanguage to establish conceptual structures to capture both the literal interpretation and 
the idiomatic interpretation of the expression in question. Metalanguage consists of most basic and limited 
linguistic expressions used to pin down the meaning of an expression. Usually a proposition is looked upon as 
being made up of a predicate taking a certain number of arguments each of which denotes a semantic role like 
agent, patient, experiencer, theme, instrument, etc. Below is a range of constructions in which the expression & 

can occur in its idiomatic sense, viz., 'fail to meet sb as arranged, stand.sb up': 

1 - 
2 
3 - 
4 - 
5 - 
6 - 
7 - 

/J\£tE%ff 7E2B-F 
%ff 'J%(/l\Z)EB28F 
flEEB%ff7S,8+ 
ETSEEA%2gF 
*fiFJ#9%%%%%B$@F 
R;i;It:Brn%EB-XCEF 
mzE@m&-Re8F 

Examine the constructions carefully and figure out the syntactic and semantic constraints when it is used in 
its idiomatic (rather than literal) sense. As a hint consider each of the following sentences: 

8 - 
9 - 
10 - 

* m & % m % E a - S @ 3  
* m e m % - F @ m % R a - a  
*PisS%iS;frame-scIF 

It is totally unacceptable if it is taken idiomatically. What does the expression -g or -3 figure in the 
pinning down of the exact interpretation of the sentences involved? Is there a change in the referential role of 
the noun when the sentence takes on its idiomatic sense? 

2. (25%) Below are Hebrew examples featuring two lexical items 'sit' and 'write' that occur in three sets of 
paradigms differentiated in terms of three tenses: past, present and future. Suppose that the root associated with 
the meaning of 'sit' is y-sh-v and the root of associated with the meaning 'write' is k-t-v. Analyze the formation 
of the following paradigms in the following manner: first, rewrite each form, replacing each consonant of the 
root with C, but retaining the value of the vowel and of any non-root consonants. Then describe the formation 
of the past and present tense for each person (lsg/pl, smlf.sg/pl, 3rn/f.sg, 3 pl). 
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Now add the following Hebrew data to those provided above. How can we express the formation of the future? 
How does its formation differ from that of the past and present? 

3. (25%) Describe the sound change and relative chronology needed to account for the following data from 
Proto-Slavic and Russian. Note that [I] and [u] are short vowels. In other words, there are at least four types 
of sound change involved which are sequentially ordered. 



4. (25%) More than one phonological rule is involved in the derivation from the basic form to derived forms. 
For each adjective stem state what the underlying form of the root is. Pay attention to the difference 
between [b, d, g] and [13,b, y] in terms of predictability. Specify the phonological rules involved and the 
order in which they are applied. 

Note that masc, fern and sg stand for masculine, feminine and singular respectively. 

lxJ37Ii€l cp%2B8@q 

gloss 
bad 

shy 

dry 
large 
lame 
dirty 

precise 

grey 
empty 
crazy 

10% 
heavy 
fearful 
cold 
hard 
clear 
raw 
lazy 
albino 

level 
calm 
tall 
short 
green 
hot 
fertile 
bad 

white 

1 
2 

4 
5 

6 

7 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

masc sg 

akelY 
siflil 

SOP 
aspss 

bas 
tot 

p3k 
franses 
kazat 
r3tS 

orp 
sek 
grok 
kandit 

sayu 

sarabo 
nu 

fl3pd3u 
agzakta 
sa 
bo 

sufilim 
f3r 
sor 
san 
prufun 

dasen 
astubian 

gloss 
that 
civil 
drenched 
thick 
short 
all 
little 
French 
married 
red 
blind 
blind 
yellow 
candid 
sure 
reaper 
nude 
soft 
exact 
healthy 
good 
sublime 
strong 

deaf 
saint 
deep 
decent 
student 

fem sg 
akelYa 
sifiila 

Sopa 
aspssa 
baJa 
tota 
p3ka 
fi-anseza 
kazaba 

r q a  
orlja 
seya 

groya 
kandiba 

s a w  
sarabora 
nua 
flqdga 
agzakta 
sana 
bona 
suIjlima 
f3rta 

sorba 
santa 
prufunda 
dasenta 
astubianta 

masc sg 
ma1 

askerp 
ssk 
gr 0 S 

k0.f 
brut 

prasis 

bwit 

botJ 
lYark 

faJuk 
P U ~  

fret 
du 

Ma 
kru 

dropu 

alfli 
pla 
sare 
al 

kur 

bsr 
kalen 
fakun 
dulen 

blaq 

fem sg 

mala 
askerpa 
sska 
grosa 
koJa 
bruta 
prasiza 

gnza 
bwida 

boga 

lY arya 
fasuya 

P-Ya 
fisba 
dura 
klara 
krua 

dropa 

alflina 
plana 
sarena 
alta 
kurta 
bsraa 
kalenta 
fakunda 
dulenta 
blagka 


