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THE “CHI-PEI TAO” OF THE SHANG DYNASTY

SHIH CHANG-JU

“Chi-pei tao” or “rim-backed kﬁife” is the term given by Dr. Li Chi to a rare
type of bronze knife in ancient China. Itis characterized by a carved rim along its
thick back, by a belt of decorative pattern along the rim, and by a tang. It is
referred to as “big ceremonial knife” by B. Karlgren, “tanged knife of Shang style,”
by Max Loehr, and “sacrificial knife” by Bishop White. Altogether ten knives of this
type are found in various recorded collections, all said to have come from Anyang.
Four of them, unearthd by Academia Sinica, are described in detail in this article.
Three were found in one tomb (YM 186) in Hsiao-*'un, all decorated with turquoise,
ivory, and shell pieces. Remains of wooden handles originally decorated with
shells are preserved. The author has made an attempt to reconstruct the handle.
The other one was found in a small tomb (HPKM 1436) in Hsi-pei Kang of Hou-
chia Chuang, with a human skeleton and nothing else. A neighboring small tomb
to the east contains a large #7ng and two small #ng, all beautifully decorated
which are obviously cooking vessels. Relating the findings in the two tombs together,
the author suggests that the skeleton may be that of a chef, and the knife may
have been a kitchen knife for the slaughtering of animals. ‘This interpretation is
supported by depictions of the knife in bronze inscriptions.
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